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INTRODUCTION

The Thomas Earl Wade Genealogical Papers consist of notebooks, research, correspondence,
photographs, and microfilm belonging to the late Mr. Thomas Earl Wade. Mr. Wade willed the
papers to the Tennessee State Library & Archives, and his sons carried out the request in 1997.

The materias in the collection originally measured approximately 15 cubic feet. After removing
duplicated material that was returned to the heirs of Mr. Wade, the collection measures
approximately 11 cubic feet. Four photograph albums belonging to Mr. Wade were microfilmed
at an earlier date and are located on microfilm number 1544. The manuscripts of Mr. Wade that
are found in the collection are protected by copyright. Single photocopies of other materials may
be made for scholarly research.



BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Thomas Earl Wade, Sr., was born in Enville, Tennessee, on November 29, 1916, the fourth of
the six children of William Edgar and Lucy Jane Barnes Wade. He married Mary Eileene Pitts
(1920-?) on November 29, 1936. Mr. and Mrs. Wade had two children, Thomas Earl Wade, Jr.
(1942- ) and James Edgar Wade (1952- ). Mr. Wade died August 25, 1997.

Mr. Wade performed a variety of occupations over the course of hislifetime. He owned a café
and poolroom in Enville, Tennessee; was an accountant for several firms; and was aso secretary-
treasurer of the Nashville Oil Mill Corporation. Later in life, he operated aworm farm in
Enville, Tennessee. Mr. Wade served in World War 11 as atechnician, 5" grade, in the 567"
Ordnance Heavy Maintenance Company of the army, winning four medals. He received an
honorable medical discharge from the army in 1946. Additionally, Mr. Wade conducted
genedlogical research for his family. The families he researched included the Wade, Gibbs,
Barnes, Meek, Mitchell, and Miller families, to name afew. Mr. Wade was also a member of the
Tennessee 200 Bicentennial Committee in Enville, Tennessee, for which he produced a
videotape concerning the history of the town.

Sour ces: Thomas Earl Wade Genealogical Papers
Social Security Death Index,
<http://www.ancestry.com/ancestry/search.ssdi/ssdi_index.asp>



SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The Thomas Earl Wade Genealogical Papers contain genealogical research on the Wade and
various other families conducted by Mr. Wade. The collection largely consists of genealogical
materials and research, notebooks, manuscripts, photographs, and correspondence.

The focus of the Thomas Earl Wade Genealogical Papers is genealogical materials and research.
Mr. Wade researched the genealogy of the Wade, Barnes, Meek, Moody, Gibbs, Perkins, and
Blankenship families, in addition to several other families, over the course of hislifetime. His
research on these families is located in the collection. Also included within the collection are
genealogical materials such as census records, cemetery records, and deed information. The
counties primarily covered by the research are Chester, Hardiman, Henderson, and McNairy.

Notebooks make up alarge part of the collection. The materias in the notebooks were
transferred in original order to acid-free folders in accordance with standard archival procedure.
The notebooks hold genealogical research, information about the Enville Bicentennial
Committee, information about postmasters in various counties, and other various information.

Mr. Wade wrote severa books over the course of hislife. The manuscripts of these books are
located in the collection. Mr. Wade wrote a book about his experiencesin World War 11 entitled,
Hell Yes| Was Scared. He also wrote a book entitled, Us Smple Folks a commentary on the
joys of asimple lifestyle. Also included is a manuscript of his book, Mt. Zion Cemetery of
Enville, Tennessee, a copy of which islocated in the holdings of the Tennessee State Library &
Archives.

There is alarge collection of copies of photographs in the Thomas Earl Wade Genealogical
Papers. Mr. Wade compiled a video history of Enville, Tennessee, that used copies of
photographs. The copies of these photographs are located in folders entitled Photographs #2 -
Photographs #8. There were also photographs belonging to Mr. Wade of various family
members. These photographs were photocopied and the originals placed in the vault, in
accordance with standard archival procedure. The photocopies of these photographs are located
in the folder entitled Photographs #1.

Some of Mr. Wade's correspondence is located in the collection. The mgjority of the
correspondence found in the papers concerns genealogical queries. Several of Mr. Wade's
responses to queries may also be found in the collection. In addition to the geneal ogical
correspondence, there is correspondence between Mr. Wade and Mr. Raymond Niebur. Mr.
Niebur served in the army in World War 11 in the 567" Ordnance Heavy Maintenance Company.
The correspondence between Mr. Wade and Mr. Niebur provides information on the fate of
several men in the company and also records some of the memories of World War 11 shared by
these two men

Several other items of note are located in the Wade Genealogical Papers. A collection of
microfilm ordered from the New Y ork Public Library by Mr. Wade is located in the collection.
The microfilm is of a book on Wade Genealogy by Charles Stuart Wade published in 1900. The
microfilm is located at the end of the microfilmed copy of the Thomas Earl Wade Geneal ogical



Papers. A microfilm only collection of Mr. Wade's photographs albums is also available under
Microfilm Accession Number 1544 (see finding aid for 1544 at the end of this finding aid).
These photograph albums were originally loaned with the Wade Papers and the Wade heirs
requested that they be filmed and returned. The albums were filmed in 1997 and returned as
requested. In addition, several books on genealogical subjects were found in the collection.
Those that were not aready in the holdings of the Tennessee State Library & Archives were
transferred to the library and can be accessed through the library catalog. A list of these books
can be found in this finding aid.

The Thomas Earl Wade Genealogical Papers contain much valuable genealogical information as
well as manuscripts written by Mr. Wade during his life. The papers are a valuable addition to
the genealogical collections of the Tennessee State Library and Archives.



BOOKS TRANSFERRED TO THE LIBRARY

Burial Locations for Confederate Soldiersin Chester County, Tennessee, Bobby Barnes

David and Margaret (Carson) Byers Family | and Capt. William and Elizabeth (Walton) Byers
Family Il of Cavan Co., Ireland & York Co., SC. & Descendants Thurlo V. Byers

Decatur County, Tennessee, Cemetery Records, Captain Nathaniel A. Wesson Chapter #2396,
United Daughters of the Confederacy

McNairy County, Marriages, 1861-1881, Albert Brown

A Meek Genealogy, H.B. Meek

O'Neal Cemetery, 1861-1985, Roy O’ Neal

Reflections, First State Bank of Henderson

Service Record Book of Men and Women of Hender son, Tennessee and Community, Davidson-
Haltom Post No. 157 American Legion

Samp Out Chaos! Eliminate Confusion!, Vincent L. Jones

Wade Ancestors and Related Families Mrs. Jeff (Ophelia) Wade

Wade-Waid-Waide, A Research Book, Mrs. Jeff Wade
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CONTAINER LIST

BOX 1

Annual Report —LDDS Communications
Article—Hurst, Fielding

Audit Report — Chester County

Autobiography — Kent, Mary O’ Neal
Biographies — Tennesseans in the Civil War
Correspondence — Genealogical — Childs-Mullins
Correspondence — Genealogical — Nationa-Wade
Correspondence — Genealogical — Wade-Y ow
Correspondence — Niebur, Raymord to Wade, Thomas
Correspondence — Wade, Thomas to Niebur, Raymond
Correspondence — Mt. Zion Cemetery
Correspondence — Postal Rate

Court Records

Draft — Wade Book, The

Estate Papers — Jamerson, James

Estate Papers — Patterson, William

Estate Papers — Shelton, J.D.

Estate Papers — Shelton, Robert

Financial Records — Mt. Zion Cemetery
Genealogical Materials — Bible Records
Genedlogical Materials — Cemeteries

BOX 2

Genedlogical Materials — Census Records — 1790

Genedlogical Materials — Census Records — 1810

Genealogical Materials — Census Records — Tennessee - 1820

Genedlogical Materials — Census Records — East Tennessee - 1830
Genealogical Materials — Census Records — Middle Tennessee - 1830
Genealogical Materials — Census Records — West Tennessee - 1830
Genealogical Materials — Census Records — Tennessee - 1840

Genealogical Materials — Census Records — Tennessee - 1850

Genedlogical Materials — Census Records — 1860

Genealogica Materials — Census Records — Hardin County - 1870
Genealogical Materials — Census Records — Hardin County - 1880
Genealogical Materials — Census Records — McNairy County - 1870
Genealogical Materials — Census Records — McNairy County - 1880
Genealogical Materials — Census Records — McNairy County - 1880 - Part 1
Genealogical Materials — Census Records — McNairy County - 1880 - Part 2
Genealogical Materials — Census Records — McNairy County - 1880 - Part 3
Genealogical Materials — Census Records — McNairy County - 1900
Genealogical Materials — Census Records — McNairy County - 1910
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BOX 2 (continued)

Genedlogical Materias - Census Records - Miscellaneous

BOX 3

Genealogical Materials — Chester County

Genealogical Materials — Chester County

Genealogical Materials — Clear Creek Cemetery
Genealogical Materials — Confederate Pensions
Genealogical Materials — Deed Index — Hardin County
Genealogical Materials — Hardin County

Genealogica Materials — Johnson’s Graveyard — Part 1
Genealogical Materials — Johnson’s Graveyard — Part 2
Genealogical Materials — Marriage Records — Chester County
Genealogical Materials — Marriages — Hardin County
Genealogical Materials — Marriage Records — McNairy County
Genealogical Materials— Marriage Licenses
Genealogical Materials—McNairy County — Part 1
Genealogical Materials—McNairy County — Part 2
Genealogical Materials — McNairy County
Genedlogical Materials — Meek Family

Genealogical Materials — Meek Family

Genealogical Materias — Revolutionary War Pensions
Genedlogical Materials — Tennessee Records
Genealogy — Alexander Family

Genealogy — Beck Family

Genealogy — Blackwell Family

BOX 4

Genealogy — Blanton/Pinkston Families
Genealogy — Brown Family

Genealogy — Buie Family

Geneal ogy — Burkeen/Jackson Families
Genealogy — Coffman Family
Genealogy — Combs/Person/Moody Families
Genealogy — Dancer Family

Genealogy — Dillon Family

Genealogy — Dow/Findley Family
Genealogy — Doyle Family

Genealogy — Doyle/Wilson Families
Genealogy — Gibbs Family

Genealogy — Gibbs Family

Genealogy — Hamilton Family — Part 1
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BOX 4 (continued)

Genealogy — Hamilton Family — Part 2
Genealogy — Hardeman Family
Genealogy — Hart Family

BOX 5

Genealogy — Hatley Family
Genealogy — Hearn Family
Geneal ogy — Hughes Family
Genealogy — Hutchinson Family
Genealogy — Johnson Family
Genealogy — Kerr Family
Genealogy — Kiser (Kizer) Family
Genealogy — Lancaster Family
Genealogy — Lancaster Family
Genealogy — Meek Family #1
Genealogy — Meek Family #2
Genealogy — Meek Family #3
Genealogy — Meek Family #4
Genealogy — Meek Family #5
Genealogy — Milam Family
Genedlogy — Mitchell/Meadors Family
Genealogy — Moody Family

BOX 6

Genealogy — Moore/Jeans Families
Genealogy — Morris Family #1

Genealogy — Morris Family #2

Genealogy — Morris Family #3

Genealogy — Moss Family

Genedlogy — Norwood/M cBride/Jones Families
Genealogy — O’ Nea/Kent Families— Part 1
Genealogy — O’ Neal/Kent Families — Part 2
Genealogy — Parish/Parrish Family
Genealogy — Perkins Family #1

Genealogy — Perkins Family #2

Genealogy — Perkins Family #3 — Part 1
Genealogy — Perkins Family #3 — Part 2

BOX 7
Genealogy — Perkins Family #3 — Part 3

Genealogy — Perkins Family #3 — Part 4
Genealogy — Perkins Family #3 — Part 5
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BOX 7 (continued)

Genealogy — Perkins Family #4

Genealogy — Pitts/Rice Families— Part 1
Genealogy — Pitts/Rice Families — Part 2
Genealogy — Sawyers Family

Genealogy — Seewald Family

Genealogy — Singleton Family

Genealogy — Skinner Family

Genealogy — Smith Family

Genealogy — Smithwick/Pollard Families
Genealogy — Stanfill Family

Genealogy — Talley Family

Genealogy — Tankersley Family

Genealogy — Temple/Hurley/Blackwell Families
Genealogy — Wade, Noah Family

Genealogy — Wade Family

Genealogy — Wade Family

Genealogy — Wingo Family

Invoices — Mt. Zion Cemetery of Enville, Tennessee
Legal Papers— Mt. Zion Cemetery

BOX 8

Lega Papers— O’ Nea Cemetery

List — Place Names

Manuscript — Grandpa’s Story
Manuscript — Hell Yes | Was Scared #1 — Part 1
Manuscript — Hell Yes| Was Scared #1 — Part 2
Manuscript — Hell Yes| Was Scared #2 — Part 1
Manuscript — Hell Yes | Was Scared #2 — Part 2
Manuscript — History of Adamsville
Manuscripts — Mt. Zion Cemetery of Enville, Tennessee
Manuscript — Us Smple Folks#1 — Part 1
Manuscript — Us Smple Folks#1 — Part 2
Manuscript — Us Smple Folks #2 — Part 1
Manuscript — Us Smple Folks#2 — Part 2
Manuscript — Wade Book, The

Maps

BOX9

Miscellaneous

Miscellaneous - Bicentennial
Miscellaneous — Hardin County
Miscellaneous — Wade, William Edgar
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BOX 9 (continued)

Newsletter — Wade Quarterly

Newspaper Clippings

Notebook — Robert Anderson Estate
Notebook — Barnes Genealogy #1 — Part 1
Notebook — Barnes Genealogy #1 — Part 2
Notebook — Barnes Genealogy #1 — Part 3
Notebook — Barnes Geneal ogy #2

Notebook — Barnes Geneal ogy #3

Notebook — Beach/Wade Genealogy — Part 1

BOX 10

Notebook — Beach/Wade Geneal ogy — Part 2
Notebook — Beach/Wade Genealogy — Part 3
Notebook — Bicentennial #1

Notebook — Bicentennial #2

Notebook — Bicentennial Celebration — Part 1
Notebook — Bicentennial Celebration — Part 2
Notebook — Bishop Geneal ogy

Notebook — Blankenship Genealogy #1 — Part 1
Notebook — Blankenship Genealogy #1 — Part 2
Notebook — Blankenship Genealogy #1 — Part 3
Notebook — Blankenship Genealogy #2
Notebook — Blankenship Genealogy #3
Notebook — Blankenship Genealogy #4

BOX 11

Notebook — Byers Genealogy — Part 1
Notebook — Byers Genealogy — Part 2
Notebook — Byers Genealogy — Part 3
Notebook — Cemeteries — Part 1
Notebook — Cemeteries — Part 2
Notebook — Cemeteries — Part 3

Notebook — Correspondence — Findley, J. W. — Part 1
Notebook — Correspondence — Findley, J. W. — Part 2

Notebook — Deeds — Part 1

Notebook — Deeds — Part 2

Notebook — Deeds — Part 3

Notebook — Draft — Us Smple Folks
Notebook — Enville School

Notebook — Gibbs Genealogy #1 — Part 1

11
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BOX 12

Notebook — Gibbs Genealogy #1 — Part 2
Notebook — Gibbs Genealogy #1 — Part 3
Notebook — Gibbs Geneal ogy #2
Notebook — Gibbs Genealogy #3
Notebook — Gibbs/Buie/Nichols/Hamilton Geneal ogy
Notebook — Hardeman Genealogy — Part 1
Notebook — Hardeman Genealogy — Part 2
Notebook — Hughes Genealogy #1 — Part 1
Notebook — Hughes Genealogy #1 — Part 2
Notebook — Hughes Genealogy #1 — Part 3
Notebook — Hughes Genealogy #2
Notebook — Hughes, Cord Geneal ogy

BOX 13

Notebook — Larue/Moss/Pierce/Y oung Geneal ogy
Notebook — Lincoln County Genealogical Society
Notebook — John Lothrop

Notebook — McCoy Genealogy

Notebook — McNairy County

Notebook — McNairy County Cemeteries— Part 1
Notebook — McNairy County Cemeteries — Part 2
Notebook — McNairy County Cemeteries— Part 3
Notebook — McNairy County Genealogical Materials
Notebook — Meek Genealogy #1 — Part 1
Notebook — Meek Genealogy #1 — Part 2

BOX 14

Notebook — Meek Genealogy #2 — Part 1
Notebook — Meek Genealogy #2 — Part 2
Notebook — Meek Genealogy #2 — Part 3
Notebook — Meek Genealogy #2 — Part 4
Notebook — Meek Genealogy #3
Notebook — Military Experience
Notebook — Miscellaneous #1

Notebook — Miscellaneous #2 — Part 1
Notebook — Miscellaneous #2 — Part 2
Notebook — Miscellaneous #3 — Part 1

BOX 15

Notebook — Miscellaneous #3 — Part 2
Notebook — Miscellaneous #4
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BOX 15 (continued)

Notebook — Miscellaneous #5

Notebook — Miscellaneous #6

Notebook — Miscellaneous #7

Notebook — Miscellaneous #8

Notebook — Miscellaneous #9

Notebook — Odom Genealogy — Part 1
Notebook — Odom Genealogy — Part 2
Notebook — Old Purdy

Notebook — O’ Nea Genealogy

Notebook — Parrish Genealogy, Vol. 1 —Part 1
Notebook — Parrish Genealogy, Vol. 1 — Part 2

BOX 16

Notebook — Parrish Genealogy, Vol. 1 —Part 3
Notebook — Parrish Genealogy, Vol. 1 — Part 4
Notebook — Perkins Genealogy #1 — Part 1
Notebook — Perkins Genealogy #1 — Part 2
Notebook — Perkins Genealogy #2 — Part 1
Notebook — Perkins Genealogy #2 — Part 2
Notebook — Perkins Genealogy #2 — Part 3
Notebook — Perkins Genealogy #3

Notebook — Photographs #1

Notebook — Photographs #2 — Part 1

Notebook — Photographs #2 — Part 2

Notebook — Pocahontas

Notebook — Postmasters

BOX 17

Notebook — Postmasters — Benton County
Notebook — Postmasters — Carroll County
Notebook — Postmasters — Chester County
Notebook — Postmasters — Crockett County
Notebook — Postmasters — Decatur County
Notebook — Postmasters — Dyer County
Notebook — Postmasters — Fayette County
Notebook — Postmasters — Gibson County
Notebook — Postmasters — Hardeman County
Notebook — Postmasters — Hardin County
Notebook — Postmasters — Haywood County
Notebook — Postmasters — Henderson County
Notebook — Postmasters — Henry County
Notebook — Postmasters — Lake County
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BOX 17 (continued)

Notebook — Postmasters — Lauderdale County
Notebook — Postmasters — Madison County
Notebook — Postmasters — McNairy County
Notebook — Postmasters — Obion County
Notebook — Postmasters — Shelby County
Notebook — Postmasters — Tipton County
Notebook — Postmasters — Weakley County
Notebook — Postmasters — Wayne County
Notebook — Revolutionary War Pensions
Notebook — State Library Research — Part 1
Notebook — State Library Research — Part 2
Notebook — Tennessee Historical Commission
Notebook — Ussery Geneal ogy

Notebook — Wade Genealogy #1 — Part 1
Notebook — Wade Genealogy #1 — Part 2

BOX 18

Notebook — Wade Genealogy #2

Notebook — Wade Genealogy #3 — Part 1
Notebook — Wade Geneal ogy #3 — Part 2
Notebook — Wade Genealogy #4 — Part 1
Notebook — Wade Gerealogy #4 — Part 2
Notebook — Wade Genealogy #4 — Part 3
Notebook — Wade Genealogy #5 — Part 1
Notebook — Wade Geneal ogy #5 — Part 2
Notebook — Wade Genealogy #5 — Part 3
Notebook — Wade Genealogy #6 — Part 1
Notebook — Wade Genealogy #6 — Part 2
Notebook — Wade Genealogy #6 — Part 3

BOX 19

Notebook — Wade Genealogy #6 — Part 4
Notebook — Wade Genealogy #7
Notebook — Wade Genealogy #8
Notebook — Wade Photographs
Notebook — Wade Newsletter — Part 1
Notebook — Wade Newsletter — Part 2
Notebook — Wade Newsletter — Part 3
Notebook — White Oak Drainage District
Notebook — Wilkinson Geneal ogy
Photographs #1

Photographs #2

14



BOX 19 (continued)

12. Photographs #3
13. Photographs #4

BOX 20

Photographs #5

Photographs #6

Photographs #7

Photographs #38

Photographs — Wade, William Edgar

Program — Henderson Centennial Celebration
Publication — Footprints of History
Publication — The Name and Family of Wade
Publication — 6" Tennessee Calvary

10. Publications — Wade Family Newsl etter

11. Publications — Wade Register

12. Publications — Wade Register

13. Receipts — Mt. Zion Cemetery of Enville, Tennessee
14. Research Materials — Wade Book — Part 1

15. Research Materials — Wade Book — Part 2
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BOX 21
Family tree of Mary Eileene Pitts Wade
Oversize photocopies of photographs

BOX 22

Newspapers

Independent Appeal, Historical |ssue about tornadoes
The Historical News, October 1986
Other various newspapers

BOX 23
Photographs

Number Description

1 Joe Perkins & Earl Wade, July 1994

2 Joe Perkins, Earl Wade, Florence Perkins

3 Tombstone of Samuel Perkins

4 Thomas Earl Wade, Sr., Audie Randall Perkins
5 Nicholas Pitts

6 Mary Pitts Harwell

7 Large group in front of a building

15



Number

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

35
36
37
38
39

41
42

45
46
47

BOX 23 (continued)

Description

Audrey Peerey

Large group in front of house

John F. O’'Neal & Sarah C. Wade O’ Neal

James Matthew Peerey & Agnes Wade Peerey

Dr. John Bellefont Hardeman

ElizaHart Wade

Harvey B. Wade, Jr., family, c. 1895

Ruth Sewell Talley & Sarah Elizabeth Droke, February 1, 1997
Ben & Merle Day — 1983

People in front of a house

Enville, Tennessee

William Edgar Wade, Rhea Perry Wade

Wardell Wade Pump, William Edgar Wade, Charley Russel Wade, Herschel
Wade, Thomas Earl Wade, James Opal Wade, Geraldine Wade Smith
William Edgar Wade, Wardell Wade Pump, Geraldine Wade Smith
William Edgar Wade, Enville Cemetery, 1976

William Edgar Wade & family, 1976

William Edgar Wade & family, 1976

William Edgar Wade, Enville Cemetery, 1976

William Edgar Wade, 1974

Chester Co. Nursing Home Dining Room

William Edgar Wade

William Edgar Wade

William Edgar Wade, Mae Wade Hughes, 1976

Jane Perkins, Sally Wade, John Troy Phillips

Herschel Wade and family

William Edgar Wade, Geraldine Wade Smith

William Edgar Wade's 100™" birthday cake

William Edgar Wade, Needham Bryan Herring, Janet Perkins Herring
Table with desserts

Table with food

Tom Cherry, Rayce Lancaster

Tombstone of Hugh Kerby

90" Birthday of Lucy Ann Gibbs Wade

Dipper Machine

Dipper Machine

Mary L. Smithwick Hughes

Burrell Hughes

John Gibbs

Martha Gibbs Mullins

Road

Participants in Henderson Centennial Celebration
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OVERSIZED MATERIALS

Wade genedlogical chart
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SCOPE AND CONTENT

The Thomas Earl Wade (1916-1977), Photograph Albums, consist of five albums and one
folder of loose photographs and photograph descriptions. Three of the albums and the folder
contain family photos and death records of William Edgar Wade (1881-1984) and Lucy Jane
Wade (1886-1965), parents of Thomas E. Wade. The first two albums contain photographs,
military documents and memorabilia of Thomas E. Wade's exploits during World War |1,
beginning with his induction notice through to his discharge from the U. S. Army. Mr. Wade has
arranged his military albums chronologically. He aso includes details of his movements
throughout Europe by including hand drawn maps to show where he was stationed.

Album number 3 contains the death notices and related materials of William E. Wade and

his wife Lucy Jane Wade. Also included are many family photographs particular to Mr. & Mrs.
W. E. Wade.

Album numbers 4 and 5 include photographs of the Wade family ancestors. Album
number 4 also includes 100th birthday greetings to William Edgar Wade from President Ronald
Reagan, Senator Howard Baker, Senator Jim Sasser, Governor Lamar Alexander, and NBC
television personality Willard Scott.
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THOMAS EARL WADE (1916-1997)
PHOTOGRAPH ALBUMS

CONTENTS

Album--World War |1

Album--World War 11
Album--William and Lucy Jane Wade
Album--Wade Family Ancestors
Album--Wade Family

Folder--Wade family and friends
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